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Bill No. and Title:  Senate Bill No. 2677, Relating to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status. 
 
Purpose:  Specifies that the family court has jurisdiction in proceedings concerning the 
custody or guardianship of an immigrant child pursuant to a motion for Special Immigrant 
Juvenile factual findings requesting a determination that the child was abused, neglected, or 
abandoned before the age of 18. 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 

The Judiciary strongly supports this bill, which clarifies that the Hawai‘i Family Court 
has jurisdiction to hear motions awarding custody or guardianship of immigrant children under 
the age of 21 who have been abused, neglected or abandoned, for purposes of granting them 
Special Immigrant Juvenile Status “SIJS” under federal law. 

This bill does not expand or contract Family Court's current powers, but is being offered 
to address the requirements of section 101(a)(27)(J) of the federal Immigration and Nationality 
Act (codified in 8 U.S.C. section 1101(a)(27(J)).  As a result, the Judiciary does not anticipate 
requesting additional funding for the implementation of this bill. 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this matter. 
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TO:  The Honorable Senator Karl Rhoads, Chair 
  Committee on Judiciary 
  
FROM:  Pankaj Bhanot, Director 
 
SUBJECT: SB 2677 – Relating to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
 
   Hearing: February 24, 2020, 12:00 p.m. 
     Conference Room 016, State Capitol 
 

DEPARTMENT’S POSITION:  The Department of Human Services (DHS) supports this bill. 

PURPOSE:  The purpose of this bill is to specify that the family court has jurisdiction in 

proceedings concerning the custody or guardianship of an immigrant child pursuant to a motion 

for Special Immigrant Juvenile factual findings requesting a determination that the child was 

abused, neglected, or abandoned before the age of 18. 

Obtaining a juvenile court order issued by a state court for an individual who cannot be 

reunified with parents due to abuse, abandonment, or neglect, is one requirement for an 

immigrant juvenile to become eligible for Special Immigrant Juvenile classification per the 

Immigration and Nationality Act (INA).  With the Special Immigrant Juvenile classification, the 

juvenile may adjust their immigration status and eventually became a lawful permanent 

resident and obtain a green card.  The individual needs to apply for the classification before 

turning 21 years old. 

Like the Violence Against Women Act of 1994 (reauthorized in 2000, 2005, 2013, and 

2019) that sought to improve abused, immigrant women’s access to safety in the United States, 

this bill supports the protection and recovery of maltreated and neglected immigrant children.  

The Department currently provides foster care services for immigrant children who have been 
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the victims of parental abuse and neglect.  The Department is committed to continue this work 

and supports efforts, like this bill, to increase immigrant safety, services, and protection. 

Appropriations may be required for training of system responders and for support 

services to the involved minors while they are seeking this classification. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this measure. 



Statement of 
Taryn Reiner, School Counselor 

Before the  
Committee on Human Services  

Monday, February 24 at Noon  
State Capitol, Conference Room 016 

 
In consideration of 

SB 2677 
Relating to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 

 
Chairperson Senator/Chair Karl Rhoads, Senator/Vice Chair Jarrett Keohokalole, and 
members of the committee, 

 I write in support of 2677. I am a school counselor at Konawaena High School on 
the island of Hawai’i. I was made aware of the issue of lack of immigration status when 
my student, E.P, received a deportation hearing notice.  

When E.P. enrolled at Konawaena High School as a sophomore, I was his 
advisory teacher and school counselor. His junior and senior years, I was his varsity 
soccer assistant coach and school counselor.  

At the time that my student received his hearing notice, he was a senior, a few 
months from graduating, and his dad was just deported. This left E.P. working his 
father's job full time, attending Konawaena High School, and living with his step-mother.  

E.P. was left to figure out the immigration system by himself, at the age of 17. 
When he received the hearing notice he immediately brought it to me. The hearing was 
scheduled for March 6, 2019 at 12:00 a.m. (MIDNIGHT)! I had no idea where to start 
and how to confirm that the hearing is at midnight. We worked with a Konawaena High 
School Teacher who speaks Spanish. Together we wrote a response to the Department 
of Homeland Security, gathered evidence, spoke to E.P. father in Honduras, and spent 
countless weekends and after school hours supporting our student. 

 
SB 2677 will protect E.P. along with other students who are successful, 

contributing community members. These students are our next generation, a generation 
that is inclusive of differences, students that The State Of Hawai’i should protect! 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration! 
Taryn Reiner 
School Counselor, Konawaena High School, Kealakekua, Hawai’i 







 

February 23, 2020 
 

To: Honorable Karl Rhoads, Chair 
 Honorable Jarrett Keohokalole, Vice Chair 
 Members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary  
 
From: Geoff Sogi 
 President, Japanese American Citizens League – Honolulu Chapter 
 
Re:  SUPPORT of SB 2677: Relating to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status 
 February 24, 2020, 12:00PM, Conference Room 016 
 
Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) Honolulu Chapter is in strong support 
of SB 2677.  
  
Founded in 1929, JACL is the nation’s oldest and largest Asian American civil rights 
organization.  Locally our organization works to protect the civil and human rights of 
all member of our community regardless of race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, 
or any group effected by bigotry or discrimination. 
 
SB 2677, seeks to	protect vulnerable immigrant youth from unlawful deportation and 
ensure that they are able to access federal protections which are already provided by 
law. A recent change in interpretation by the federal administration has resulted in the 
denial of these federal protections to many immigrant youth.  This blatant 
discrimination based on immigrant status is clearly outside the bounds of what is right 
and flies in the face of what is just for these young people.  This bill resolves the issue 
by clarifying the jurisdiction of the Hawai‘i family court to hear these cases and is 
similar to laws enacted by several other states (California, Maryland, Colorado, New 
Jersey, Washington, Connecticut, Massachusetts and New York).  
 
This is not the first time this federal administration has used its executive powers to 
unlawfully discriminate against a group of vulnerable and marginalized people.  It is 
incumbent upon each individual to remember what makes a community like Hawai‘i 
such a wonderful place to live – the Aloha spirit. This spirit of Aloha doesn’t allow us 
to stand silently by while others are mistreated, harmed, and discriminated against 
simply because of the country they were born in and the choices their parents made for 
them – all things completely outside of their control.  As such, we urge you to support 
this bill to ensure that these young people are afforded the lawful protections they 
deserve.   
 
Thank you for considering our testimony in support of SB 2677. 
 
 
 

 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
HONOLULU CHAPTER 
P.O. BOX 1291, HONOLULU, HAWAII  96807 
EMAIL: jaclhon@gmail.com WEBSITE: www.jaclhonolulu.org 

Working For A Greater America 

Board Members 

Geoff Sogi 
President 

Alison Kunishige 
1st Vice President 

Shawn Benton 
Treasurer 

Sean Ibara 
Secretary 

 
Susan Arnett 

Alphonso Braggs 

Liann Ebesugawa 

David Forman 

Brandon Kimura 

Jacce Mikulanec 

Trisha Nakamura 

Kent Mori Walther 

Minda Yamaga 

Jamie Yamagata 

 
Legal Counsel 

Benjamin Kudo 

 
Advisory Council 

Allicyn Hikida-Tasaka 

Clayton Ikei 

William Kaneko 

Colbert Matsumoto 

Alan Murakami 

 









SB-2677 
Submitted on: 2/21/2020 3:46:02 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/24/2020 12:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Liza Ryan Gill  Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole and Members of the Committee, 

  

I am writing in strong support of SB2677.  In my work as an advocate for immigrants 
in Hawai'i and other states I have had several friends that have suffered due to the 
misalignment between federal and state jurisdictions when it comes to Special 
Immigrant Juvenile visas. 

One friend in particular lost his status when his mother died of cancer. He was only 12 
years old and did not know that his status was dependent on his mom. He only became 
aware of his lack of status after he was 18 and applying for college. He received a full 
scholarship to a great school in Boston and then learned that he was undocumented. 
That same year the state of Massachusetts passed this same bill to extend the family 
court jurisdiction to 21. Becuase of this small tweak in the law he was able to apply for 
an SIJ visa and stay in the country, instead of being deported to a rapidly destablizing 
Venezuela. 

We do not have that many youth in Hawaii'i that are in this particular situation, but for 
the ones that are, this bill can be the difference between a future and hope or being 
separated from family and their education. There are many tough decision when it 
comes to our extremely broken immigration system, this is not one of them. This is an 
easy fix that can give hope to those who have already faced extreme hardship and are 
without any other options.  

Mahalo for your consideration, 

Liza Ryan-Gill 

Member, Advocacy Committee 

The Legal Clinic Hawai'i 

808-498-8832  



 











SB-2677 
Submitted on: 2/23/2020 8:31:05 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/24/2020 12:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Pat McManaman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

SB 2677 proposes a straightforward remedy to address recent changes by federal 
immigration courts that limit access to Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (SIJS). The 
federal provisions of SIJS, allow immigrant child victims of abuse, neglect or 
abandonment to secure legal permanent resident status (LPR). Recent immigration 
court rulings, however, now require states to explicitly authorize their state courts to 
enter orders concerning the custody or guardianship of an immigrant child and to make 
specific findings that the child was abused, neglected, or abandoned. Without this 
remedy, these vulnerable children may be subject to deportation/removal, experience 
limited access to public and educational benefits and denied work authorization. 

During the many years I practiced immigration law, I represented multiple children and 
young adults eligible for SIJS. One individual was brought to the U.S. by his adoptive 
parents who owned a small farm. His family removed him from school during his early 
teens and he was compelled to work on the farm from dawn to dusk. He was taken into 
custody by child welfare services when his parents left him unattended on the family 
farm for an extended period of several months without food or money. After determining 
the adoptive parents never secured legal status for their son, he was eventually 
awarded LPR status through SIJS. With legal status in hand, he obtained a GED and 
employment on a Neighbor Island. 

Our non-profit office was also involved in a case where a very young foreign-born child 
was sold, passed through several persons, and eventually brought to the United States. 
Human trafficking laws had not been enacted at that time and our office successfully 
employed the SIJS law to gain legal status for this young child. 

Vulnerable children deserve our protection. Passage of this measure will ensure this 
remedy is not lost to immigrant children residing in Hawaii. 

  

Thank you for your support of this measure, 

Pat McManaman 

 







SB-2677 
Submitted on: 2/24/2020 12:55:43 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/24/2020 12:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gerard Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

They have no rights the are not America Citizens!!! 
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